
MENOMONIE AIRPORT COMMISSION 
FEBRUARY 15, 2005  

A regular meeting of the Menomonie Airport Commission was called to order at 
7:00PM on Tuesday, February 15, 2005 in the Menomonie City Hall Council Chambers 
by Chairman Bob Willow.  Other members present included Joe Woodford, Dan 
Johnson and Bruce Trimble.  Also present were Lowell Prange, Louis Paffel, Randy 
Eide and Kim Kaarto (Bureau of Aeronautics, Madison, WI).  A motion was made by 
Woodford, seconded by Trimble to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2005 
regular Menomonie Airport Commission meeting.  Motion carried.  There were no 
public comments on the published agenda items.  

Under old business Chairman Willow updated the commission on the capability and 
applicability of a GPS Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) navigational 
approach at the Menomonie Municipal Airport by showing a DVD explaining the 
applications of GPS WAAS.  All commission members supported the WAAS concept.  
Kim Kaarto stated Menomonie Municipal Airport was the first General Aviation 
Airport in Wisconsin to request GPS WAAS but we are at least 18 to 24 months 
away from implementation.  Eide pointed out approach lights are a required 
component for WAAS to work at Menomonie.  Dan Johnson added that we need to 
ensure the approach lights we are requesting as part of the 2006 appropriation 
project support WAAS.    

Joe Woodford updated the commission on the results of the last Airport Long 
Range Plan (ALRP) Meeting on January 25, 2005.  There was good representation 
from the community at the meeting.  The committee came up with a preliminary 
list of 11 Strengths, 20 Weaknesses, and 6 different responses to the questions, 
What should the airport be like in 20 years?  Dan Johnson asked the ALRP 

committee to determine if any of the weaknesses are remedial and possibly 
prioritize them.  Joe Woodford encouraged all commission members to attend the 
next ALRP meeting on Tuesday, March 8th at 7:30 P.M. at the Dunn County 
Government Center (City Hall).  

Kim Kaarto informed the commission that the Airport Layout Plan (ALP) update was 
50% complete and she would be sending a copy to the City for review in the near 
future.  Kim also presented an overview of all the different funding avenues 
available to the commission for accomplishing work or purchasing equipment for 
the airport.  The 2005 Federal and State program is locked in, but there is 
still a small window to petition for 2006 projects.  Kim explained that the 
airport s runway lights, localizer and Distance Marking Equipment project is on 
the 2006 F&E project request list.  All project requests must be petitioned to 
the BOA by the City Council.  Kim presented a list of items that may be 
petitioned for by the City Council.  The Airport Commission and City Council 
could petition to expend our airport entitlement funds at any time.  Kim also 
mentioned the BOA would be holding informational meetings in Madison in the near 
future, she will send information to Randy Eide.  

Kim Kaarto updated the commission on the status of the Airport Overlay Zoning 
Petition.  The petition is at the BOA for approval and Kim anticipates full 
approval in the next 3-4 weeks.  After the BOA approval, the City will be 
authorized to begin the selection process for a consultant to help draft the 
overlay ordinance.  Kim added that Menomonie was the first municipality to 
petition for the funds to develop an overlay zoning ordinance.  



Dan Johnson passed out a rendition of his proposed glider hangar.  Randy Eide 
will present possible location options for the glider hanger.  No action was 
taken by the commission.  

No changes were made to the Airport Planning Chart.  Chairman Willow requested 
the security fencing request be forwarded to the Office of Justice Assistance.  
Dan Johnson requested that we look at the actual fencing plans to ensure we 
don t create a safety hazard at the end of the runways.  

Under new business the GPS approach needs for runway 09 were discussed.  Dan 
Johnson outlined the concerns associated with the current flying operation with 
no GPS approach on runway 09.  Anecdotally, most low ceiling situations involve 
a wind from the East causing pilots to do a circle approach to runway 9 from the 
East.  This low altitude, slow speed circle approach is not the safest approach.  
A GPS approach on runway 09 would alleviate the circle approach when a easterly 
wind is prevalent.  Dan Johnson further explained an aborted runway 27 approach 
(because of winds) will cause a pilot to circle away from the airport over high 
population areas.  A runway 09 GPS approach may avoid future aborted runway 27 
approaches in the future.  Dan also added the 09 approach is fairly clear and 
primarily crosses Lake Menomin.  Kim Kaarto added that the Commission would just 
have to request the runway 09 GPS approach to get things rolling, no petition 
was required.  The Commission agreed to request the BOA to start the process for 
securing a GPS approach on runway 09.  

Under the airport manager s report Louise Paffel submitted a hangar expansion 
request by Ron Brown.  Randy Eide will determine if there are any potential 
conflicts associated with the request.  No action was taken on the hangar 
expansion request.    

Respectfully submitted,    

Randy D. Eide, 
Acting Recording Secretary 
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